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Course Description
A study of the existence and attributes of the one God, the Holy Trinity—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—in Scripture and in Christian history; and the ramifications of Trinitarian belief today.
Course Objectives
· Students will understand essential theological terms, concepts, and biblical passages concerning the doctrine of God, the Trinity, Christology (person of Christ), and pneumatology (person of the Spirit).

· Students will articulate and explain the orthodox Protestant doctrines of God, the Trinity, Christology, and pneumatology and then connect such doctrines to their life and ministry.

· Students will critically and constructively appraise various perspectives on a particular issue concerning the doctrine of God, the Trinity, Christology, or pneumatology and then respond will their convictions on such matters.

Course Textbooks
A. Required Texts

For 2- and 3-hour students

Augustine, The Trinity (De Trinitante). New York, New York: New City Press, 2015. (Only Books I and II- 60 pp) 
Barret, Matthew. None Greater: The Undomesticated Attributes of God. Grand Rapids MI: Baker Academic, 2014. (283 pp).
Bird, Michael. Evangelical Theology: A Biblical and Systematic Introduction. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, 2020. (Only assigned sections -120 pp).
Cary, Phillip. The Nicene Creed: An Introduction. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2022. (248pp).
Seamands, Stephen. Ministry in the Image of God: The Trinitarian Shape of Christian Service. Downers Grove, Illinois: Intervarsity Press, 2005. (189)
Young, William P. The Shack. Los Angeles: Windblown Media, 2007. (256 pp)
For 3-hour students only
B. Suggested Texts

Course Requirements
A. Reading Assignments
All students will be expected to read the required textbooks in their entirety. A written statement of the percentage of reading completed must be submitted by May 5th.

B. Written Assignments
Doctrinal Synthesis Paper: All students will complete the foundational written assignment, the Doctrinal Synthesis Paper as described below. The professor reserves the right to reject any paper that does not conform to minimal formatting or writing standards and to require the student to revise and resubmit it in conjunction with the class’s late submission policy. In some cases of significant neglect of writing standards and formatting, the professor may award a 0 until the student resubmits a revised paper. Please consult DTS’s resources—including DTS’s Style Supplement and the professor’s handouts—for help. The student will develop a 5–7 single-spaced doctrinal synthesis paper on Trinitarianism. There are three distinct parts to the paper: 1) a Brief Statement, 2) a Detailed Exposition, and 3) a Practical Implications Reflection. Note that elements of this doctrinal synthesis paper will be reused in ST106 Eschatology in the student’s final capstone doctrinal synthesis assignment.
The Doctrinal Synthesis Paper will be turned in online through the Canvas course page according to the schedule (VII) below. All written assignments will be analyzed by Turnitin, software that compares your work with published and internet sources, including other student papers from DTS and other institutions. It will determine quite accurately what percentage of the work is yours and what percentage is unoriginal. High Turnitin scores that indicate over-reliance on written sources (with or without citation) will result in grade reduction. This work should be your own. A sample Doctrinal Synthesis Paper (covering a completely different area of theology) is available online at the Canvas course page under “files.”
Students should plan on spending approximately 15 hours for reading, research, reflection, writing, and editing the Doctrinal Synthesis Paper.

The Shack Trinitarian Theology Evaluation paper : The professor reserves the right to reject any paper that does not conform to minimal formatting or writing standards and to require the student to revise and resubmit it in conjunction with the class’s late submission policy. In some cases of blatant disregard for writing standards and formatting, the professor may award a 0 until the student resubmits a revised paper. The student will read The Shack and evaluate the orthodoxy of the book. As well as highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the book. The paper should be about 7 pages long and have 2 parts. 
1. Summary of the book (1-2 pages). 
2. Evaluation of the theology of the book (5 pages). 


Position paper (From Teer): 
write a 10–12-page (double-spaced 12-pt Times New Roman) position paper exploring an issue (of their choosing) related to the subjects covered in this class (i.e., doctrine of God, Trinity, Christology, pneumatology). Students will choose a topic/issue that is contested (i.e., one for which there are multiple views), summarize the various views, articulate and defend their own preferred view, and then respond to objections against their view (actual or potential).

The paper will have five sections plus a formal bibliography:

1. Introduction (1/2–1 page). A sound introduction will include three components: (1) brief orientation to the subject, (2) thesis statement, and (3) methodology statement.

Brief orientation to the subject. In about one paragraph, introduce your readers to the subject/topic, broadly speaking. Develop interest in your subject. Hook your readers. Set the scene for the rest of the paper. Give some introductory context so that your thesis statement makes good sense to your readers.

Thesis statement. In one sentence (no more than two), clearly and precisely state what you will seek to demonstrate in your paper (i.e., the position that you will articulate and defend). This is a persuasive paper, so make sure to explicitly state your position on the issue (thesis statement; e.g., against subordination), not merely the subject you will cover (i.e., purpose statement; e.g., exploration of the subordination debate).

Methodology statement. In a few sentences, give an outline of the major sections of your paper (excluding the conclusion section). This is your roadmap for your readers.

2. Summary of Alternative Views (3–4 pages). Summarize some of the leading positions (not fewer than two, not more than four) taken on the issue. This will require research into the issue (primary sources are preferred, of course), particularly focusing on various positions taken on it. Do not summarize your own view -- that comes in the next section. Instead, summarize the alternative views accurately and charitably. Pretend you are a proponent of that view, or that a proponent of that view is reading your summary over your shoulder, evaluating your accuracy. Do not evaluate the position -- only summarize.

3. Articulation and Defense of One's Own View (4–5 pages). State and give support for the position you favor. Describe the position you favor on the issue as carefully and precisely as you can. Then defend your position, providing the strongest biblical, theological, historical, and other support that applies. Refer also to relevant research that can help you defend the position that you favor. Do not just regurgitate someone else's view that you agree with; instead, develop your own view by researching and critically drawing from the arguments and observations of others. You make the argument; use sources to support your argument. This section is meant to be a positive articulation of your view, not a critique or condemnation of an alternative view. Only critique other positions when relevant to support your own point (e.g., to show a contrast on a particular sub-point).

4. Response to Objections (1 page). In approximately two paragraphs, state and respond to two (common) objections to your position (one paragraph for each objection). Your goal is to show how your position on the issue is able to adequately address critiques and, thereby, stand soundly against opposition. Be charitable, but be firm, direct, and concise. Briefly state the objection, then briefly respond to it.

5. Conclusion (1/2–3/4 page). A sound conclusion will include three components: (1) thesis restatement, (2) methodology review, and (3) closing remarks.

Thesis restatement. Restate your thesis from the introduction (in different words) to remind your readers of your central argument (i.e., the point you are trying to persuade them to accept). Be concise.

Methodology review. Briefly review the major sections of your paper (excluding the introduction) to remind your readers of the ground you covered in advancing your central argument. Typically, about one or two sentences per major section is sufficient.

Closing remarks. Bring your paper to a smooth close by addressing, for example, one of the following: the significance of your position for the relevant locus of theology, the implication(s) of your position for right belief and practice, or the application(s) of your position for the local church or your present ministry context. Just a few sentences will suffice. 

Bible References, Footnote Citations, and Bibliography Citations. In addition to biblical support (which will appear in the form of in-text or parenthetical citations; see the Bible Citation Guide in the course "Files" in Canvas), you will use at least 10 academic sources. These sources should be incorporated into your argumentation, and you must provide proper credit for such sources in the form of Turabian-style (9th ed.) footnote citations and bibliography citations (see the Citation Quick Guide in the course "Files" in Canvas).

**Students must choose a topic that appears on the Position Paper Topic List.** Students will submit the completed assignment via Canvas by the due date. All papers will be analyzed by Turnitin to ensure that students’ work is original to themselves and does not overly rely on previously written sources. In the course “Files” in Canvas, see the “Position Paper Example” for reference, and use the “Position Paper Template” when preparing your paper.

Course Policies
A. Letter/Numerical Grade Scale

	

	
B+         91-93
	
C+       83-85
	
D+       75-77
	
F         0-69

	
A          96-100
	
B           88-90
	
C         80-82
	
D         72-74
	

	
A-         94-95
	
B-          86-87
	
C-        78-79
	
D-        70-71
	




B. Weighed of Course Requirements for Grading



C. Class Participation

Students will be expected to read all of the required texts in the entirety as indicated on the course schedule.

Additionally, class participation does not directly affect the student’s grade in this course, however it strongly affects one’s ability to engage in active learning. Questions and other forms of discussion will be strongly encouraged.

D. Late Assignments

All assignments, unless otherwise noted, are to be turned in at the beginning of the designated class session. Late assignments are generally not accepted.

E. Absences

Attendance at class sessions is required. Students will be responsible for keeping track of their attendance and reporting the number of absences on the final exam. Per the student handbook, three tardies or three early exits from class is the equivalent of one absence.
Course Supplemental Information
DTS does not discrimination on the basis of disability in the operation of any of its programs and activities. To avoid discrimination the student is responsible for informing the Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities and the course instructor of any disabling condition that will require modifications.

A. Recording of Classes
Students may not record class sessions without the permission of the professor. If a student desires to make an audio or video recording of a class session, written permission must be obtained in advance of the recording. Please submit a written request explaining the purpose of taping and the extent of use of the tapes. Under no conditions may recordings be duplicated, given, or lent to anyone not registered for this class. No transcriptions of class lectures or discussions are allowed.
B. Work Done for Another Course

Work that has been done (or is being done) for other courses may not be submitted for credit in this class without the written permission of the professor. Requests for permission must be in writing, and permission must be obtained prior to the submittal of the work.

C. Plagiarism and Cheating

The Student Handbook describes how plagiarism and cheating are handled at DTS:

“Plagiarism is defined as ‘passing off as one’s own ideas, writings, etc., of another.’ Plagiarism is academically dishonest and is contrary to biblical standards. Any course work involving dishonest academic practices will be graded as zero without any resubmission permitted. In each case, the Dean of Students’ Office will be notified.”

D. [bookmark: _Hlk526000497]Electronic Device Usage in Class

“Student should refrain from using cell phones, laptop computers, or other devices in a manner that distracts others in the class. Playing games, browsing the internet, using email, instant messaging, or text messaging, etc., are considered unacceptable when class is in session. Unless permitted by the professor, students should turn off all electronic devices during tests and quizzes.” (Student Handbook).

E. Changes to the Syllabus

This syllabus may be modified or corrected at the discretion of the professor. Such changes will be announced in class. Students will be responsible for changes so announced.


Course Lecture and Assignment Schedule
	Date
	Subject

	August
	Introduction to the Course
God is One- Monotheism

	September
	God’s Attributes

	October
	Nicaea
Hypostasis (Christology)
Homoousia


	November
	Spirit
Trinitarian Relationship 
Theophanies?



	December
	Heresies 
Contemporary concerns/applications




